
EVENT - MHYC Pacific Rigging Wednesday Non-Spinnaker Series  

DECISION Case No:  1 Wailea v Onya 
 Race: 6 
PARTIES 

Boat or Committee or Person Class/Fleet Represented By/Not Present 

Wailea Div 2 Nicholas Brundin 

Onya Div 2 Adam Schlipalius 

Valid – Yes 

Case Introduction: 
 

Procedural Matters 
Conflict of interest 
Protest Committee members declared that they had no conflicts of interest. 

ONY objected to David Staley being a member of the protest committee because earlier in the day the 
owner of ONY had complained to David Staley as the MHYC Sailing Manager about the scheduling of the 
hearing and was not satisfied with the response. 

In answer to questions, ONY said: 

 ONY was notified of the time and place of the hearing. 

 ONY was provided with the protest. 

 ONY had sufficient time to prepare for the hearing. 

The protest committee deliberated in the absence of David Staley in accordance with RRS M2.3(c) and 
decided that the conflict of interest was not significant in accordance with rule 63.3(c)(2) and the hearing 
continued. 

Other Procedural Matters 
The race committee provided a photograph of the two boats as they approached the finishing line and a 
Google Maps printout of the area of the incident which was considered given the weight the protest 
committee considered appropriate in accordance with RRS 63.5(a). 

Facts found: 
1. MHYC Season 2025-2026 Notice of Race states: 

The areas of moored boats on both sides of the Spit Channel between the Spit Bridge and Clontarf Point are out of 
bounds to boats under sail. These restricted areas are defined as the area between the imaginary lines that define 
the swing mooring boundaries and the adjacent shoreline and for the purpose of RRS 19 and 20 these lines shall be 
deemed continuing obstructions. 

2. Race 6 was sailed in wind SSE 8 to 10 kts. 
3. WAI was running on port tack less than 1 boat length from the boundary of the restricted area on her 

starboard side. 
4. ONY was running on starboard tack, overlapped on the port side of WAI. 
5. When approaching a boat moored on the boundary line WAI hailed ONY for room when she was 

between 3 and 4 boat lengths from the moored boat. 
6. ONY continued on a course converging with WAI. 
7. There was contact between the boom of WAI and the shroud of the moored boat without damage. 
8. Within about 3 seconds there was then contact between the poled out headsail of WAI and the AIS 

antenna on the starboard side pushpit of ONY without damage. 

Conclusion and Rules:  
A. WAI on port tack did not keep clear of ONY on starboard.  WAI broke RRS 10. 
B. ONY, overlapped outside WAI at an obstruction did not give WAI room to pass between her and the 

obstruction.  ONY broke RRS 19.2(b). 
C. WAI, sailing within the room to which she was entitled is exonerated for breaking RRS 10 by RRS 

43.1(b). 
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D. ONY did not avoid contact with WAI when it was reasonably possible for her to do so.  ONY broke RRS 
14. 

E. It was not reasonably possible for WAI to avoid contact.  WAI did not break RRS 14. 
F. ONY, a right of way boat, when no damage was caused, is exonerated for breaking RRS 14 by RRS 

43.1(c). 
 

Decision:  
ONY is disqualified in Race 6 

 

Protest Committee:                                                                          International Jury: No 
John Allan NJ, Rob Armstrong, David Staley. 
Signed:    John Allan Date, time:  29 April 2026 19:10 
  

 




