MIDDLE HARBOUR YACHT CLUB

THE COMPASS ROSE CRUISING LOG

Volume No. 39 No. 9 October 2019
Editor: Citizen Martyn Colebrook

REMINDER NEXT CRUISING DIVISION MEETING
IS MONDAY, OCTO ber 21 st

FLO waitin g patiently in Egremont passage
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CRUISING DIVISION OFFICE BEARBRS- 2020

Cruising Captain Evan Hodge 0419247-500
ViceCommodore Cruising Evan Hodge 0419247500
Secretary Kelly NunrClark 0457007554
Treasurer Mike McEvoy 99681777
Membership Kelly NunrClark 0457-007-554
Name Tags Mike McEvoy & Kimberley Pratt 99681777

Compass Rose Coordinator

Committee Members

Safety Coordinator Phil Darling 0411-882-760
Maritime Group Mike McEvoy 99681777
Sailing Committee 5 t t Fiemn, Phil®arling 0404 892 077

Guest Speakers

Committee Members as required; Royce Engelhardt (winter months)

On Water Events Coordinatorg

Phil Darling, Evan Hodge and CD members Phil 0411882-760

On Land Events Coordinators

Committee Members

Committee Members

Martyn Colebrook, Phil Darling, Dorothy Theeboom, Kelly MCiark,
9y | 2R3AS:E aAlS alO9@g2es 5Iffl

Editor's note:

Deadlinefor the next edition of the Compass Rose, is
30/10/2019

TheEDITORor the next Compass Rose is

Kelly NunnClark

Please forward contributions via email to the editor
Kelly NunnClark

Opinions expressed in the Compass Rose are those abtitelbutors, and do not necessarily
reflect opinions of either Middle Harbour Yacht Club or the Cruising Division
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W . 'Captainbés @dictebarn 201 9
‘ i Spring is here and we all look forward in anticipation

a great sailing season whether cruising, racing o

’ﬁ tinkering on our boats. Those that are still up north o
slowly cruising back, enjoy! | wish | was there enjoyir
with you.

Kelly and | have just returned from a brief visit to the USA and,

to prevent boating withdrawl, went for a desdsbating experience on Saguaro Lake
which is on the Salt River about 40 minutes drive west of Phoenix Arizona. The lake
takes its name from the famous cactus trees that adorn this part of Arizona. It still
amazes me just how much water exists in these |
areas where the summer temperature hovers aroul
38 degrees Celsius for months on end. It was nice tciim
swimming and cool down more naturally than sitting
highly airconditioned indoors. The photo is of th#
marina where we hired a 90hp speedboat for 3ih®to
explore the lake which is approximates 16 km long
a shoreline of about 35 kms.

For those of you that attended the Opening Day | hope you had a good time even
though | heard the race was cancelled due to excessive wind.

Thanks to Mike, Phil,ddothy and others who looked after the CD meetings whilst
Kelly and | were away. It was much appreciated knowing everything was under
contro.¢ KS /5 Y2yuKfte YSSOAy3a KSINR t!I dz Qa
and we thank him for explaining the dgs to us. We look forward to looking at but

not smelling the finished item when he finishes the build.

| understand the NSW Water Police Area Command base visited a few weeks ago
was interesting and | was sorry to have missed it. Maybe next time.

Comingup soon is our Maké&-Wish Sailing Day on 27ctober, where we take
families out for a sail for a few hours and then back to the club for sausage sizzle
lunch. Gavin Randall is the-oodinator this year and welcomes donations in the
form of BBQ foodsroassistance.

Social Twilight racing starts after the long weekend and | for one always look
forward to getting on the water during the week even if it is only for a few hours.
The social twilight races are short and a great way for cruisers to honeyteht
handing and sailing skills. | find this makes cruising easier as the sailing @art of
passage becomes second nature and by working out how best your yacht performs
allows for better passage planning. Remember even .5 knot increase in boat speed is
a further 12 nautical miles one would sail in 24 hours.

Until next time enjoy spring and the coming sailing season.
Evan Hodge Cruising CaptainSY. Nashira
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MHYC CRUISING DIVISION ANNUAL PROGRAJ02019

Sat, Sun & Mon § 7 Oct 2019

CD Long Weekend Cruise to Pittwater

Monday, 21 October 2019

Cruising Division Meeting

Sunday, 27 October 2019

CD Makea-Wish Foundation Charity Sailing Day

Sat & Sun, 940 November 2019

CD Tapas Tibp

Monday, 18 November 2019

Cruising Division Meeting &lare Practice

Sunday, 24 November 2019

CD Sunday Breakfast and Safety Training Workshop

Friday, 6 Dec 2019

MHYC Xmas Party

REMINDER
Next Meeting:

Monday OCT@ER21, 7:30 pm

BYO BBQ 6:30 pm

[September, October and Novembeauising division meetings are
being held on the 3 Monday

Cheese Plat®ctaber Meeting: Gill Attersall
EnvelopingOctdoer Compass Rosdzvan Hodge




October Guest SpeakemMark Mclean

G/ NHZA 8Ay3 (2 bS¢ /FESR2YAlLS 2l ydzd ddz |yl

October speaker is Mark McLean, cruising division member, yachtmaster, RYA
Cruising Instructor and owner/skipper of Pindamara along with his partner Mandy.

Mark and Mandy joined the rally tdew Caledonia last May (same one that Zingaro
took part in) and had a vastly better experience than reported by ZingHney had

a relatively easy trip to New Caledonia, have some comments on touring in New
Caledonia, then went on to Vanuatu where thegdha terrific time before returning

to Australia. They much preferred Vanuatu (more to see, friendly locals especially at
the village level, etc)This was not their first trip Kiey have taken Pindamara and it
predecessor north to the Barrier Reef ammioer of times), and their level of

experience obviously also helped.

Mark will give a description of their trip and answer questions

AlexComino
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PAST EVENTS:

On Land event Visit to Marine AreaCommand, Balmain
Cam Wayland and Mik&IcEvoy

Sunday 15 September, six members of the Cruising Division visited the site of the
Marine Area Command (MAC) of the NSW Police Foreemmonly known as the
Water Police.Fromtheoutside it is a rather imposing building with obvious cameras
all around.Given how valuable the assets of the MAC are, it is not surprising the
protection given to them.

£ -

R 3 by : £
Upon arrival we had to gain entry through their security system, including camera id.
Once inside we were met by SGT Andrew Parker, the Duty S&uieday. Also on
duty were two Senior Constables. We each had to sign in. Only later did | realise we
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were supposed to hand back the evidence of signingnuach like the ticket one
receives when signing into a licenced club, maybe this will letusinaga € . |

doubt it!

SGT Parker first showed us the Radio Control Room from which they control all
navigable waterways across the State. Whenever a local Water Police station is
unmanned e.g. they might be out on patrol, their phones are switched through to
MAC. On the wall is a large space dedicated to the current tasks. In this case it
included the lost Huey helicopter off Port Stephens, as this was still and active search
as the helicopter had still not been located. With all the details of the crew and
passengers etc. Once those tasks are complete a photograph is taken of the wall for
record purposes and then the wall cleaned off for the next task(s). Along the desks
are monitors and communications for the Surf Life Saving representative and the
Marine Recue representative. Of interest is the fact that MAC has access to the
Marine Rescue data base to ensure accuracy of information necessary to effect
rescues etc. Tip & remindérLog on with Marine Rescue if going offshore.

The geogr aphi chaglvessels eng. Nemests, isMZOGIB thus it is well
and truly in International waters. SGT Parker said that he had been at sea on Nemesis
for three days during the Search and Rescue (SAR) for the helicopter. Previously he
had been at sea for 14 days orlrgrrnational assignment on Nemesis, think drugs,
illegal entry, rescue etc. It was surprising to hear that Customs/Border Force do not
have the same capacity.

Even though Border Force have a similar vessel from the same yard in WA, they do
not have amnboard fast boat launch/ramp facility, so Nemesis is often called into
Border Force operations if there maybe the need for on water deployment of a fast
boat.




SGT Parker was very generous with his time and access &mdu$ien gave us a
compl ete nfAall accesso tour of Nemesi s.
it still is a very capable SAR and Border Force vessel. For instance, it was explained
to us that a combination of its mast height above the water, phsisvbffectively a

military grade camera from a missile targeting system they can see over the horizon.
By turning off their AIS transponder they can track a typical suspect vessel covertly

as they can literally see them electronically and visually,lbett t ar get cann
them. Tipfdonot even think about wusing your
drug import vessel.

We had asked SGT Parker earlier how he had ended up in the Water Police. The
answer at first was a bit surprising, but when wereoard Nemesis it made sense.

His background was heavy earthmoving equipment maintenance, including diesel of
course, then he went on to attain all t
He did 2 years of general duties and then requestedttarisferred to the Water

Police and was snapped up straight away.



